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DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL

CRIME AND DISORDER (OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY) COMMITTEE

MINUTES of the meeting of the Crime and Disorder (Overview and Scrutiny) 
Committee held on Wednesday 10 February 2016.

PRESENT: Councillor R J Wells (Chairman)
Councillor A S Sandhu, MBE (Vice-Chairman)
Councillor S R Jarnell
Councillor R Lees
Councillor M A Maddison
Councillor C S McLean
Councillor D J Mote

ABSENT: Councillor M B Kelly

Dartford Borough Council Officers:-

Sheri Green – Strategic Director (External)
Matt Roberts – Community Safety Manager (CSM)

CABINET MEMBERS: Councillor Ann Allen MBE, Portfolio Holder for 
Community Development

PRESENT TO RESPOND TO ISSUES RAISED BY THE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE:

Insp. Gary Woodward – Dartford CSU Inspector, Kent Police

13. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor C J Shippam, 
Deputy Leader and PCP Rep.; Councillor Mrs M Kelly; Chief Inspector Tracey 
Quiller, Kent Police and the EARS/CSU Manager.

The Chairman welcomed Insp. Gary Woodward, Dartford’s Community Safety 
Unit Inspector from Kent Police, the Strategic Director (External) and the 
Community Safety Manager. Councillor Ann Allen MBE, Cabinet Member for 
Community Development subsequently joined the meeting.

14. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest from Members.

15. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 22 JULY 
2015 

RESOLVED:

1. That the Minutes of the Committee’s meeting held on 22 July 2015 be 
confirmed as an accurate account of those proceedings.
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16. URGENT ITEMS 

The Chairman confirmed that there were no urgent items for consideration 
from other Committees.

17. TO CONSIDER REFERENCES FROM OTHER COMMITTEES (IF ANY) 

There were no references from other Committees to consider. 

18. REGULATION 9 NOTICE 

RESOLVED:

That the contents of the Regulation 9 Notice for the period 15 January 2016 to 
31 May 2016 as presently published be noted.

19. KENT POLICE AND CRIME PANEL (PCP) UPDATE 

The Committee received a verbal update from the Chairman, who had 
substituted for the Deputy Leader as Dartford’s representative at the Kent and 
Medway Police and Crime Panel (PCP) meeting held on 2 February 2016. 
The Minutes of previous PCP meetings held on 22 September and 26 
October 2015 were enclosed in the agenda papers for Members information.

The Chairman advised Members that the principal item of PCP business on 2 
February had been consideration of the Police and Crime Commissioner’s 
Draft Police and Crime Plan for 2016/17. The Commissioner had proposed an 
increase of 3.4% to the police precept (within the Council Tax) equivalent to 
£5 per annum per Band D property. 

The Commissioner’s proposal to increase the police precept by 3.4% was 
primarily predicated on the need to meet the Home Secretary’s request that 
all police forces increase their firearms capability by 50%; in light of recent 
terrorist atrocities across mainland Europe. The proposed increase in the 
precept would enable Kent Police to recruit and train 37 extra firearms officers 
to meet the Home Secretary’s request. 

The financial authority for the Kent PCC to make the 3.4% increase was set 
out in the Chancellor’s 2015 Autumn Statement and Spending Review [dated 
25 November 2015]. The Autumn Statement gave Kent (as 1 of the 10 lowest 
PCC precepts in England) the flexibility to raise their precept by up to 3.4% or 
£5 per Band D property per year; subject to public consultation. 
Overwhelming public support for the 3.4% precept increase had been secured 
in a specific consultation exercise conducted from 21 December 2015 to 15 
January 2016. 

The Autumn Statement had also given protected funding in real terms 
(including precepts) to each PCC ensuring that no PCC would face a 
reduction in cash funding in real terms in 2016/17 compared to 2015/16. In 
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addition, the Kent PCC proposed to spend some £44M from capital reserves 
in the four year period to 2019/20 to fund investment in; IT, vehicles, PR 
systems and their Estate (buildings). Improving the protection afforded to 
vulnerable people was also identified as a priority area in the Police Plan for 
2016/17. The Commissioner’s Draft Police and Crime Plan for 2016/17 had 
been approved by the PCP on a unanimous basis. 

The PCC had not revealed whether she would be standing for re-election in 
May. If Mrs Barnes did stand for re-election the PCP meeting in April would 
fall within the election purdah period and be cancelled. If Mrs Barnes did not 
stand for re-election the April PCP would take the opportunity to review her 
term in office since November 2012.

Finally, the Chairman proposed that the Committee renew their longstanding 
invitation to Mrs Barnes or her successor as PCC, to address the Committee 
following the in May 2016 elections.

20. CSP STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT 2015 

The report asked the Committee to consider the attached Dartford and 
Gravesham Community Safety Partnership (CSP) Annual Strategic 
Assessment 2015 document, as previously presented to the Partnership on 
21 January 2016.

The Community Safety Manager (CSM) presented the report on behalf of the 
author and commended the Community Safety Officer (CSO) on compiling an 
excellent 2015 Strategic Assessment (SA) document. The CSM reminded 
Members that the CSP was required to produce an SA document on an 
annual basis under the terms of the Crime and Disorder Act 1988 and that the 
Committee were required to consider the SA each year as an Overview 
function.

The CSM summarised the principal themes in the 2015 SA and confirmed the 
following key points to address crime and disorder and anti-social behaviour 
(ASB) in the Borough: 
 

 The Key Priorities to be addressed during the 2016-17 Financial Year 
remained the same as those for 2015-16 and were confirmed as 
Violent Crime and Domestic Abuse, Anti-Social Behaviour (including 
Criminal Damage related to ASB), Acquisitive and Property Crime, 
Substance Misuse, Reducing Re-offending and Road Safety;

 The CSP’s key priorities would be written into the Community Safety 
Plan for 2016/17 and aligned with Kent Police’s Control Strategy which 
had identified 6 cross-cutting themes with the potential to affect the 
quality of life for Kent residents: Child Abuse & Exploitation; Human 
Trafficking / Modern Slavery; Domestic Abuse, serious violence and 
sexual offences; Gangs; Organised Acquisitive Crime; Counter 
Terrorism and Domestic Extremism. Also identified in the Control 
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Strategy are Digital Crime, Criminal use of Firearms and Emerging 
Communities.

He added the following detail with reference to current and emerging issues 
within the key priorities listed above and contained in the 2015 SA:

 Domestic Abuse [agenda p.48] – One Stop Shops in both Dartford 
and Gravesham continued to attract a high number of visitors, including 
an increase in those not resident in the Borough(s). The increased use 
by non-residents could be ascribed variously to the proximity of the 
London Boroughs, similar services not being available in the location 
where they live, or that victims were travelling further afield to avoid 
their perpetrators discovering that they are accessing such services. 
Dartford attracted the second highest proportion of non-resident visitors 
(19%) to their One Stop Shops;

 Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conferences (MARACs) [agenda 
p.44] – these continued to operate effectively in support of high-risk 
victims of domestic abuse (those at risk of serious harm). 
Commissioning now needed to focus on services to engage 
perpetrators and work on identifying victims earlier in the cycle, to 
prevent violence before it occurred;

 Substance Misuse [agenda p.51] – Raising awareness of the dangers 
of New Psychoactive Substances (NPS or ‘Legal Highs’) and 
establishing a link to anti-social behaviour in public places caused by 
their use. It was hoped that measures contained in the Psychoactive 
Substance Bill, which had recently received Royal ascent, would help 
to tackle the sale of NPS substances. The 2015 Strategic Assessment 
had benefited from data provided by the commissioned West Kent 
Recovery Service (CRI) which had provided insights into the range of 
substance misuse problems in Dartford and Gravesham. The needle 
exchange programme continued to be a success minimising the risk of 
‘dirty’ needles being discarded around the Borough;

 Acquisitive Crime [agenda p.57] – In broad terms large scale 
Acquisitive crime perpetrated in Bluewater was connected to Serious, 
Organised Crime groups, whereas shoplifting in Dartford Town Centre 
was committed by individuals, often driven by the need to fund a drug 
habit;

 Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) [agenda p.36, 37 and 49] – is 
regarded as a form of violence against women and child abuse, where 
safeguarding measures undertaken by schools and medical 
professionals were particularly important. Dartford is estimated to have 
the highest prevalence of FGM in Kent at 4.4 per 1,000 of the 
population. This is not fully understood but could be ascribed to 
Dartford’s changing demographic and the increase in Black and 
Minority Ethnic (BME) residents particularly from African states, where 
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FGM continues to be practised. Education concerning FGM, the risks 
to the person and awareness of the practices, so that professionals 
know enough to highlight any concerns; in particular around children 
being taken out of school to ‘go on holiday’ to countries where FGM 
continued to be carried out; were seen as key measures in combating 
the growth of the practice;

 Total Recorded Crime Oct. 2014 – Sept. 2015 [agenda p.31, 40, 41] 
Changes to Home Office Counting Rules and the definitions of a range 
of crime categories in 2013 had prevented year-on-year comparative 
analysis of crime statistics in the 2014 Strategic Assessment (SA). 
However, in the absence of any further changes to crime categories; 
the 2015 SA now provided a base-line for future comparison exercises 
going forward; to be used against estimated crime figures produced by 
Kent Police based on the average of the previous 5 years statistics. On 
this basis Dartford had achieved an overall reduction in recorded crime 
in the period under review, but still retained the 2nd highest crime 
figures across all Kent Districts;

 Violent Crime – Domestic Abuse (DA) [agenda p. 42-44 and 46-48] 
The Serious Crime Act 2015 [effective 29 December 2015] created a 
new offence of Controlling and Coercive Behaviour in Intimate or 
Family Relationships and had closed the gap in the law for this offence. 
It was hoped that the new offence; which carried a maximum sentence 
of 5 years imprisonment; would help reduce the incidences of stalking 
and harassment in the domestic context. In particular, with increased 
use of early intervention over coercive behaviour; with the aim of 
avoiding the need for a high-risk MARAC intervention. The re-
structuring of the DA framework, with a change in the delivery of 
commissioned services and Independent Domestic Violence Advisors 
(IDVAs), posed a potential threat to charitable organisations in the field. 
Those charities not awarded a contract as part of Kent County 
Council’s recommissioning process could be lost to the sector as a 
whole, together with their experience and contacts bases.

 Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) [agenda p. 62-67] – The definition of 
ASB had remained unchanged since 2011. As a consequence, it had 
been possible to carry out a comparative analysis of incidents of ASB 
recorded by Kent Police in Dartford between October 2014 and 30 
September 2015 and the previous corresponding twelve month period. 
In the year ending 30 September 2015 Kent Police had recorded 2,592 
incidents of ASB in Dartford compared to 2,949 incidents in the 
previous corresponding 12 month period. This represented a significant 
reduction of 12.1% equating to 25.4 incidents of ASB per 1,000 of the 
Dartford population, lower than the Kent-wide average of 26.5 per 
1,000. The reduction in Dartford’s ASB levels reflected another 
successful year of operation for the Council’s Community Safety Unit 
(CSU) and its multi-agency response to ASB, including significant 
success in Dartford’s Troubled Families ‘Turnaround’ Programme 
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which had exceeded the goals set for the Borough in Phase I of that 
programme;

 Accidental and Deliberate Fires – Kent Fire & Rescue Service 
(KF&RS) [agenda p.63-64] – Overall fire activity had increased in 
Dartford in the period under review but not as significantly as in 
previous years. The reduction in fires in previous years had been due 
to good multi-agency work undertaken by KF& RS, the Council, Kent 
Police, the Parks Rangers and the Countryside Rangers,  to combat 
fire-setting on Dartford Heath;

 Reducing Re-offending [agenda p.68-74] – This is defined as cutting 
crime by stopping and/or changing the behaviour of known offenders. 
Following changes to the delivery of probation services nationally, in 
June 2014; Kent Probation had re-organised into two separate entities. 
Kent, Surrey and Sussex Community Rehabilitation Company (KSS 
CRC) was now responsible for working with medium to low risk 
offenders who had received a sentence of less than 12 months 
imprisonment. The National Probation Service (NPS) remained 
responsible for monitoring high risk offenders. Reoffending data 
relating to the newly formed KSS CRC was not due to be published 
until October 2017. However, overall caseloads of offenders across 
Kent districts to 31 March 2015, was available for inclusion in the 2015 
Strategic Assessment (SA) document [agenda p.69]. Those statistics 
indicated a Kent County average for re-offending of 23.2%  with 
Dartford’s figure slightly below the Kent average;

 Troubled Families Programme (Families First) [agenda p.70-73] – 
Dartford’s performance in Phase One of the Troubled Families 
Programme which ran until 31 March 2015 (known as the ‘Turnaround’ 
project in Dartford) had been an outstanding success. Dartford’s target 
of assisting 95 identified families over a 3 year period had been 
exceeded with 124 families receiving assistance under the Programme 
equating to a success rate of 131%. Kent’s overall success in Phase I 
of the Troubled Families Programme had encouraged Central 
Government to select Kent to be one of a limited number of areas 
nationally to be selected for Phase II of the Programme. Dartford’s 
objective for Phase II was to turnaround a further 331 families (within 
Kent’s overall performance target of 8,960 families) over the next 5 
years.

 Road Safety [agenda p.75-78] – This was a strategic priority at both 
County and the local CSP level for several years. However, there was 
little the Dartford & Gravesham CSP could do to directly combat 
accidents and issues on the national road structure. Dartford suffered 
from disproportionately high levels of traffic from the M25, A282, A2 
and M2 resulting in higher than Kent average figures for the Borough in 
terms of Road Traffic Collisions (RTCs) in both the ‘All Casualties’ and 
‘Children under 16 years of age’ categories. RTCs with ‘Killed and 
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Seriously Injured’ (KSIs) had also increased in Dartford. Given these 
primarily external infrastructure factors, the CSP’s efforts had been 
aimed in particular on raising awareness amongst young people and 
adults; both as pedestrians and drivers regarding road safety issues. 
The Council’s Schools vehicles had been particularly effective in 
raising awareness amongst parents illegally parking around schools, by 
issuing fixed penalty notices (FPNs) and by educating the pupils to 
educate their parents concerning road safety issues around schools;

 Counter Terrorism and Extremism – Prevent Strategy [agenda 
p.79-80] - Only 1 referral for Dartford had been made in the period 
under review through the CHANNEL process, part of the national 
PREVENT Strategy. However, in the event, no formal intervention was 
required and no arrest had been made. 

In a subsequent wide-reaching Q&A session, Officers confirmed the following 
points in response to Members questions:

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) 

– FGM had been considered at the last meeting of the CSP when the 
Chairman had requested a report that provided further details on the 
risk and reasons why FGM appears to be more prevalent in Dartford 
and Gravesham than in other parts of Kent. FGM would also be 
included within the CSP’s Community Safety Plan for 2016-17;

– Combating the practice of FGM would also be featured in the next 
‘Domestic Abuse Awareness Day’ in April 2016 being organised jointly 
by DBC’s Housing Options team, Choices and Dartford CSU;  

– There was no evidence to suggest that FGM procedures were being 
undertaken illegally in the Borough. It was thought more likely that 
young girls were being (or at risk of being) taken out of school and 
back to their countries of origin for the FGM procedure to be carried out 
in those countries;

– The FGM Act of 2003 and the amendments made under the Serious 
Crime Act 2015; placed a statutory duty on members of educational 
and medical professions to report their concerns where they believed a 
person to be at risk of FGM, or to have undergone an FGM procedure;

– Increased referral rates under the Acts indicated that there was already 
a good awareness of that duty. In addition, under the wider 
safeguarding banner; Dartford CSU would engage with schools and 
church groups to continue to raise further awareness of FGM and a 
speaker had been invited to cover the subject at the Domestic 
Awareness Day scheduled to be held in April 2016;

– Dartford’s statistics for FGM could only be compared to other Kent 
Authorities; no statistics were available for adjacent London Boroughs.  
The Strategic Assessment document for Bexley Council would be 
examined for any information on FGM, to better inform discussion of 
the subject at the next meeting of the CSP;
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– Darenth Valley Hospital’s wide catchment area was mooted as a 
possible factor in pushing up Dartford’s statistics for FGM.

Miscellaneous

– Bluewater offences for shoplifting were separated out from within 
Dartford’s crime statistics [agenda p.59 para 4.5];

– Dartford Tunnel traffic issues were a matter for Kent County Council 
but Dartford Members could raise any concerns through the Joint 
Transportation Board (JTB). The efforts of the CSP efforts were aimed 
primarily at the education of drivers including at the Rochester Centre 
for Road Safety and Awareness;

– KF&RS as a CSP partner also helped to raise awareness of road 
safety issues by demonstrating their rescue techniques e.g. the 
‘Carmageddon’ event which had previously taken place at Prospect 
Place in Dartford;

– The ‘Fighting Chance’ Judo initiative had been a successful tool to 
engage with young people involved in anti-social behaviour (ASB) and 
those on the cusp of offending. Fresh initiatives were now required 
given that as not all young people wished to participate in Judo;

– Rehabilitation of adult offenders presented different challenges for the 
CSP and was being addressed in part by the Integrated Offender 
Management (IOM) scheme in which Kent Police and the newly formed 
KSS CRC played key roles. Three (3) Kent hubs had been set up 
under IOM with the Medway hub being the nearest to Dartford. 
Targeted interventions with adult offenders included the ‘Buddy 
Scheme’. Known offenders in danger of re-offending were asked to 
voluntarily wear a tag to prevent them associating with person’s intent 
on (re) offending. The Buddy scheme enabled Kent Police to discount 
tag wearers from ongoing enquiries, at an early stage, by checking a 
suspect's whereabouts from their individual electronic tag records. The 
Buddy scheme also discounted the need for a Police visit to a 
suspect’s home address to verify their movements in a given time 
period when a crime had been committed; 

– Co-operation with British Transport Police (BTP) to combat cross-
border crime from the Metropolis had been attempted in the past, but in 
common with Kent Police, BTP resources were tight and subject to 
rapid deployment. BTP’s operating patterns made their attendance at 
the CSU’s morning briefings to co-ordinate joint action on a daily basis,   
difficult. The CSU and Kent Police did co-operate with the BTP on 
specific issues, but wider co-operation would now be pursued and 
proposals reflected in the CSP’s 2016-17 Community Safety Plan. 

Kent Police Response Times to Shop Lifting in Dartford Town Centre 

– Following specific concerns raised by the Lead Member for 
Enforcement and Community Safety regarding poor response times 
from Kent Police to incidents of shoplifting in Dartford Town Centre; the 
CSU Inspector (with the Chairman’s permission) distributed copies of 
generic briefing from Kent Police and Dartford Town against Crime 
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(DTAC) the local Business Crime Reduction Partnership (BCRP). The 
briefing note gave detailed advice to retailers regarding Kent Police’s 
proportionate approach to the investigation of shoplifting and the vital 
preventative measures retailers could take to prevent crime, in 
particular regarding the known ‘Top 10’ shoplifters in Dartford who had 
been referred to the IOM process. Members were advised that the 
management of Police resources to provide an improved attendance 
by Kent Police at shoplifting incidents in Dartford Town Centre was 
being reviewed. Lower than expected cuts to the Police Budget in the 
Chancellor’s 2015 Autumn Statement would allow for a new Police 
recruitment campaign including in North Kent and Dartford. Measures 
currently being undertaken by Kent Police against shoplifting offenders 
included; Conditional Cautions, Community Service, Victim Awareness 
Courses and Penalty Notices. In tandem, the Dartford Town Against 
Crime (DTAC) coalition intended to issue a ‘Do’s and Don’ts’ leaflet 
giving best practice advice to retailers. DTAC would now meet monthly 
with the CSU Inspector feeding-back to the Committee on the 
measures that had been undertaken by Kent Police to combat 
shoplifting in the Town Centre. The new DTAC Intel Manager’s role 
was focussed around improved intelligence gathering and shared 
between business and the police. Shoplifting in Dartford Town Centre 
was not linked to serious organised crime groups, as was the case with 
Bluewater’s bulk shoplifting operation. Shop lifting in the Town Centre 
was undertaken by individuals (the Top 10) who were invariably driven 
by the need to fuel a drug habit. 

– The Council’s Community Policing team had heightened their profile in 
the Town Centre in recent months with a series of initiatives designed 
to make the Town Centre a ‘hostile environment’ for the current ‘Top 
10’ shoplifters and their successors. The CSU policing team 
complement was being reviewed but Officers were confident that 
existing staffing levels would be retained.

The Chairman thanked the CSU Inspector and the Community Safety 
Manager for their detailed responses to Members questions and expressions 
of concern.

RESOLVED:

1. That Members note the contents of the Strategic Assessment (SA)  
2015 document as agreed by the Dartford and Gravesham Community 
Safety  Partnership [21 January 2016];

2. That Members note the priorities identified by the Partnership 
contained within the 2015 Strategic Assessment document;

3. That Members endorse the proposal to develop a new Community 
Safety Plan to address the priorities identified in the 2015 SA and that 
the Plan be submitted to the next meeting of the Committee in July 
2016;
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4. That a regular DTAC Update item be added to the Committee’s Rolling 
Work Programme for 2016-17 and beyond.

21. ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR, CRIME AND POLICING ACT 2014: NEW 
POWERS 

The report provided Members with background on the new tools and powers 
introduced under the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 and 
the use of those powers in the Borough to date.

The Community Safety Manager (CSM) advised Members that the Home 
Office had described the new legislation which had reduced existing powers 
from 19 to 6; as being designed to put victims at the heart of agencies 
responses to anti-social behaviour (ASB). CSP agency professionals now had 
effective powers that were quick, practical and easy to use, providing better 
protection for victims and communities and posed a real deterrent to 
perpetrators. The majority of the new powers had come into effect on 20 
October 2014.  

The lack of case law [to set precedents] under the new Powers allied to the 
fact that the new Powers straddled existing legislation and by-laws; had 
caused agencies some initial difficulties. The use of Public Spaces Protection 
Orders (PSPOs) by Gravesham Council as a measure to combat Rough 
Sleeping had been challenged by the charity Liberty. Further challenges could 
be expected to the new Powers until case law was firmly established. 

Members were referred to page 5 of the report (agenda p.91) which gave 
details regarding the flexible use of the new powers by Dartford CSU and 
other Council enforcement professionals:

 Community Protection Warnings (CPWs), the first stage in issuing a 
formal Community Protection Notice (CPN), had been used by the 
CSU and Environmental Health to tackle a range of nuisance and anti-
social behaviour issues e.g. untidy gardens and people engaging in 
anti-social behaviour on Dartford Heath. CPWs could be used prior to 
invoking statutory nuisance powers or clauses under the Town & 
County Planning Act (more commonly used to tackle Planning 
Enforcement matters). Breaches of the formal CPN could be tackled 
via a Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN) or by taking the matter to Court to 
obtain an Injunction to Prevent Nuisance and Annoyance (Civil 
Injunction) or by the use Criminal Behaviour Orders (CBOs);

 CPWs and CPNs could be effective in addressing nuisance street 
drinking at persistent locations e.g. as an alternative to Public Space 
Protection Orders (PSPOs) given the need to address ASB quickly. 
However, the likelihood of inveterate street drinkers paying a Fixed 
Penalty Notice (FPN) arising from an CPN were low and matters were 
more likely to end in Court;

 Four (4) Designated Public Place Orders (DPPOs) were currently in 
place in the Borough; in the Town Centre, Central Park and two in 
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Swanscombe and Greenhithe. Also known as Alcohol Control Zones 
(ACZs), they would need to be replaced under the new Powers with 
Public Spaces Protection Orders (PSPOs) or allowed to lapse. Under 
the new Powers a PSPO was being considered for an area of Dartford 
Heath. PSPOs could also include prohibitions to address dog fouling, 
nuisance or Anti-social Street drinking, spitting and those engaged in 
sexual activities in public. 

The CSU Inspector advised Members that the new Dispersal Powers that had 
come into effect [report page 3 para 2.4 agenda p.89] were more flexible and 
allowed the Police to address a range of situations quickly and effectively, 
often nipping problems in the bud and preventing them from escalating.

Five (5) Criminal Behaviour Orders (CBOs) had been issued by Kent Police in 
the period under review and victims had expressed their gratitude for the 
speedy and effective action by the CSU in these cases. The CSM also 
advised that Council Housing Officers were able to issue Civil Injunctions 
against those who engaged or threatened to engage in anti-social behaviour 
(ASB).

The CSM and the CSU Inspector confirmed the following points in response 
to subsequent questions from Members:

 Central Park was a licensed area for the Dartford Festival;
 The dog fouling fine was set at £50 under existing legislation which 

could not be amended. However, if the threshold test for persistent 
anti-social behaviour (ASB) could be proved, the fine for dog fouling 
could be increased to £100 as a FPN under a PSPO; 

 CPWs and CPNs were being used to address a range of issues by the 
CSU and Environmental Health teams;

 PSPOs required public consultation to be undertaken before they could 
be put in place. Existing DPPOs remained in place for 3 (three) years 
following the introduction of the new legislation after which time they 
need to be converted into PSPOs if still required (i.e. by October 2017);

 The use of CPNs to discourage persistent parking violations on grass 
verges on a quasi-commercial basis was a difficult area to enforce. 
Ownership of the vehicles had to be established and offences had to 
be consistently causing alarm and distress to meet the ASB threshold. 
However, in the case of vehicle repairs being undertaken in the street, 
the test could be met through noise or waste produced by the activities 
or through the disruption or nuisance caused to nearby residents. 

The Strategic Director (External) stressed the importance of meeting the ASB 
threshold in all such cases; behaviour had to be persistent and committed by 
the same person e.g. same lorry driver for parking on a grass verge before a 
CPN could be considered appropriate. 
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RESOLVED:

1. That Members note the contents of the report.

22. WORK PLAN UPDATE 

Members considered the draft Rolling Work Programme 2015-16 update 
document and discussed appropriate dates for the inclusion of the additional 
topics agreed by Members on 22 July 2015 [Min. No. 11 (agenda p.93)].

Following advice from the Strategic Director, the Community Safety Manager 
and the CSU Inspector the Committee agreed the following timings for the 
additional topics listed below: 

 Dartford Town Against Crime (DTAC) Update [6 monthly];
 Domestic Abuse (DA) Framework Update:[July 2016];
 Implementation of new ASB powers Update [February 2017];
 Invitation to Police & Crime Commissioner (PCC) [February 2017];
 Bluewater Safety Shop / Community Safety at Home Facility 

presentation by Kent Police [July 2017];
 Neighbourhood Watch – Sharing Best Practice: presentation by North 

Kent Crime Prevention Partnership / Kent Police [July 2017];
 Presentation from Kent, Surrey and Sussex Community Rehabilitation 

Company (KSS CRC) [February 2018]

RESOLVED:

1. That the Rolling Work Programme 2015-16 document be amended to 
reflect the additional topics and timings agreed by Members as 
recorded in these Minutes;

2. That a revised Rolling Work Programme document be presented to the 
next meeting of the Committee [July 2016].

23. NEXT MEETINGS 

Subject to confirmation at Annual Council [11 May 2016] dates for future 
meetings of the Committee in the forthcoming 2016-17 municipal cycle were:

Wednesday 27 July 2016
Wednesday 15 February 2017 

The meeting closed at 8.50 pm

Councillor R J Wells
CHAIRMAN


